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difficulties and anxieties fully and frankly before the British
Government, and the substitution of personal discussion for
paper impersonalities had the happiest effed. Particularly
valuable were the discussions which took place between
Mr. Amery and King Faisal and his Prime Minister as to the
prerogatives and duties of the King under the newly pro-
mulgated Constitution, a question which urgently needed
discussion, since His Majesty King Faisal had been inclined
to withdraw more than was desirable from influencing the
conduft of affairs of State after the coming into force of the
Organic Law. The main preoccupation of the two Secretaries
of State was, however, the more rapid improvement and
training of the Iraq Army. Many conferences were held on
this subjeft, and, before the Secretaries of State left, a scheme
had been accepted which should enable the Iraq Army in a
short time to take the principal part in the maintenance of
internal security and the control of the Iraq frontiers, and
should relieve the British Exchequer of its burden on this
account*

After the departure of the Secretaries of State, the ele&ions
were pushed on and were completed by 23rd June, 1925.
There was no sign of any definite party adivity, the various
political parties which had been constituted in former years
having died of inanition. On completion of the elections,
the Cabinet of Yasin Pasha resigned as, owing to differences
of opinion between the Prime Minister and the Minister of
the Interior (Abdul Muhsin Beg), they felt they could not
face the Parliament as a united Cabinet. The King invited
Yasin Pasha to form a new Cabinet, and on his failing, invited
Abdul Muhsin Beg to do so. The Cabinet of the latter took
office on 26th June, 1925.

The first Iraq Parliament met on i6th July, 1925, and was
opened by King Faisal. Its first session has been devoted to
the discussion of its own rules of procedure, to certain neces-
sary amendments to the Organic Law, and to the consideration
of the Budget for 1925-26 in the light of the recommendations
of the Finance Commission. Its debates have> so far, been
characterised by earnestness and good sense.
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